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BOOK REVIEW. Oscar Cisneros’s The History of Dying Stars. Oscar S. Cisneros, 2011. 134
pages. (Paperback, $19.99). ISBN-10: 097108243X; ISBN-13: 9780971082434. Also available
in Amazon Kindle, E-book Nook, and Apple I-Book editions.
By Diana Dominguez
The History of Dying Stars is a seductive and powerful collection of poems; open it up to any
page and be prepared to be drawn into its tantalizing web of words. Oscar Cisneros, born in
Puerto Rico, raised in the Rio Grande Valley, an alumnus of both UTB/TSC and UT-Austin, and
now working in the Los Angeles area as a senior technology licensing attorney, understands the
power of words; their power to please, to hurt, to seduce, to comfort, to reveal the depths of pain
or love or loss or joy or the deepest part of the soul. His collection shows us not only what a
great writer and observer of life can do with the “tools of a poet’s trade,” but what we, as readers,
can do with those words: turn inward to examine our own emotional depths in order to then turn
outward to realize that we are not alone, that we are connected in a myriad of ways to all
humanity and all living beings. The metaphor in his title poem, that the starlight we see when we
look into the sky is actually from the star’s past, encapsulates the unifying thread of this
collection: we have the power to send our own light into the future, lighting someone’s way even
after we are long gone, so we should be mindful of the trail of light we are sending into the
universe as we go about our daily lives.
The collection features 82 mostly prose poems, with a few rhymed poems sprinkled in for good
measure. Cisneros divides the collection into five chapters: Love, Loss, Fantasy, Legacy, and
Affirmations. Interspersed among the poems, Cisneros features 16 beautiful original artworks
commissioned from artists who were asked to choose a poem to respond to visually. The book is,
therefore, a feast for the eyes and soul with both words and pictures. The book is available in
print and e-book formats, with an enhanced e-book edition that features recordings of Cisneros
reading selected poems. Some of the poems are startlingly powerful in their simplicity, profound
insights exploding off the page on first reading; other poems demand multiple readings,
beckoning readers to peel away the layers of meaning, forcing us to reconsider, re-examine,
revise our understanding of their core messages. I have my favorites: the title poem; “One
Candle Lights Another”; “What More Could This Man Want”; “Where The River Is A
Raindrop.” I urge you to dive into the collection and find your own favorites – you won’t regret
the journey.
For more information and links to purchasing options, go to www.historyofdyingstars.com. You
can read and hear recordings of selected poems, look at some of the artwork, and get information
about both the author and the artists.

